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Bulletin  45 


BULLETI^^  OF  OUTSTANDING  FEDERAL  AND  STATE  LEGISLATION  AFFECTING  LAND  USE 
DURING  THE  PERIOD  OF  FEBRUARY  16,  1939  to  P^BRUARY  28,  1939. 


(Primarily  for  the  information  of  Bureau  of  Afrricul- 
tural  Economics  personnel  and  the  Farm_  Security  Ad- 
ministration and  collahoratinr  offices  and  an-encies.) 


I.       FEDERAL  LEGISLATION 
AGRICULTU:-^E 

H.  R.  4054.    ¥r.  Fullmer.-    February  13,  1939.     To  Committee 
on  Agriculture. 

To  amend  the  Federal  Crop  Insurance  Act  to  include  cot- 
ton and  other  agricultural  products  and  increase  the  figure 
stated  in  Section  516  (a)  of  the  Act,  as  amended,  from, 
"c' 6, 000, 000"  to  115,000,000. 

H.  R.  4244.     ¥r.  mi.     February' 16,   1939.     To  Committee  on 
Agriculture, 

To  amend  Section  2  of  the  Agricultural  Marketing  Agree- 
ment Act  of  1937,  as  amended,  to  include  pears, 

AGRICULTUR/.L  ADJUSTr'ET^^T 

R.  4326,     Fr.  '^elchel.     February  20,   1939.     To  Commdttee 
on  Agriculture. 

To  amend  the  Agricultural  Adjustment  Act  of  1G38  to 
authorize  the  United  States  Governm.ent  to  take  over  all 
cotton  in  payment  of  notes  given  as  securitv  for  loans  made 
thereon,  whon  such  notes  are  not  paid  at  maturity  and  when 
the  cotton  held  as  collateral  ^rould  not  brine  enou.frh  to  cover 
the  loans . 

S.  1473..  yr.  Byrd.     February  17,   1939.     To  Gommlttee  on 
Agriculture  and  Forestry.     (See  also  similar  bill  R. 
4364.) 

To  extend  the  time  for  filing  claims  for  refunds  of 
amounts  collected  under  the  Agricultural  Adjustment  Act  to 
January  1,  1941. 
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CONSTITUTIONAL  AJSNDFENT 

H.  J.  Res.  15V.  jvlr.  McLeod.  Februarv  8,  1939.  To  Conir'ittee 
on  i^lection  of  President,  Vice-President,  and  Representatives 
of  Congress. 

Proposing  an  airendirient  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Uriited 
States  lirriiting  the  tenure  of  office  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  not  more  than  two  terms  of  four  years  eac^_, 
and  in  the  case  of  an  unexpired  term  of  a  duly  elected  Pres- 
ident, caused  hy  death,  ir-peachment ,  resignation  or  other 
reason,  the  President  by  succession  shall  be  eligible  to  hold 
the  office  for  the  reiriainder  of  the  term  and  may  be  elected 
for  one  term  of  four  years . 

FARF  CREDIT 

H.  R.  3247,    ¥r.  "^Tiolchel.     January  2^,  1939.     To  noiranittee 
on  Agricul':"ure . 

To  establish  a  Farmers'   ^-^omo  Cor-poration.     The  Corpor- 
ation is  to  be  administered  by  the  Socrctarv  of  the  Treasury, 
the  Secretary  of  A?:riculture ,  and  the  Govornor  of  the  Farm' 
Credit  Administration,  and  shall  have  a  capital  of  '^'SO, 000, 000 
subscribed  by  the' United  States  of  iunorica.     The  Corporation 
may  (l)  construct,  maintain,  or  acquire  necessary  buildings, 
im.provemonts ,  furnishings,  equipment  facilities  and  livestock, 
(2)     enter  into  contracts,  make  loans,  acquire  by  purchase, 
gift,  or  otherwise,  real  or  -personal  property,     (3)  sell,' 
lease,  or  dispose  of  any  such  property,     (4)  borrow  rooney_, 
provided  no  indobtcdnoss  shall  have  maturities  in  excess  of 
one  year,   or  the  aggrcrate  amount  exceed  on^-fifth  of  the 
paid-in  capital, 

H.  R.  4178.     Mr.  Rankin.     February  15,   1939.     To  Coirjr.ittoe 
on  Agriculture. 

To  amend  section  32  of  the  Emergency  Farm  J'^ortgage  Act, 
as  am.cnded,   to  provide  for  loans  to  farm^ers  on  first  m_ortgage 
at  a  3  per  cent  interest  rate,  providing  the  amount  of  such 
loan  to  any  one  fanvcr  shall  not  exceed  ^15,000,     The  sum. 
of  $1,000,000,000  is  authorized  to  be  appropriated  to  allow 
the  Land  Bank  Commissioner  to  make  such  loans. 

S.  1250.     Mr.  Clark  of  Idaho.     February  9,   1939.     To  Com- 
mittee on  Agriculture  and  Forestry. 

To  direct  and  authorize  the  Governor  of  the  Farm  Cj-odit 
Administration  to  cease  institution  of  mortgap-e  foreclosures 
for  a  period  of  five  years  from  July  1,   1939,  except  in 
cases  where  the  realty  has  been  actually  abandoned  or  waste 
deliberately  committed.    All  principal  pa-irmonts  on  Farm.  Credit 
Administration  m.ortgages  are  to  be  suspendc^''  for  a  period  of 
five  years  from  July  1,  1939, 
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S.  1278.    Fir.  Burney.    February  9,  1939.     To  Conmittee  on 
Agriculture. 

"Emergency  ^roT)  Loan  Installment  Payment  Act."  To 
allow  borrowers  on  crop,  feed  and  seed  loans  from  the  Farm 
Credit  Administration  for  1938  and/or  prior  years,  whose 
payments  are  in  default,  to  refund  such  indebtedness  mtb 
a  ten-year  installment  contract,  noni-interest-bearinR*  ex- 
cept as  to  delinquency  on  installment  payments.     The  Act 
sets  up  procedure  for  this  refunding. 

S.  J.  Res.  65.    Fr.  Shipstead.     February  13,  1939.     To  ^om- 
mittce  on  Agriculture  and  Forestry, 

To  provide  for  the  release  of  deficiency  .-judgments 
against  borrowers  from  Federal  land  banks  by  member  banks, 
to  the  Governor  of  the  Farm  "^redit  Administration  and  pre- 
scribing procedure  therefor. 

FORESTRY 

S.  1262,    Mr.  Johnson  of  California.     February  9,   1939.  To 
Committee  on  Agriculture  and  Forestry. 

To  provide  for  protection  against  the  white-pine  blister 
rust  in  order  to  protect  land  oivned  by  the  United  States.  An 
annual  appropriation  is  authorized  to  carry  out  the  provisions 
of  the  Act. 

HOUSING 

H.  R.  4009,    Mr.  McArdle.     February  9,   1939.     To  Committee 

on  Banking  and  Currency.     (Sec  also  simi  lar  bill  H.  R.  4317.) 

To  reduce  the  rates  of  interest  to  3  per  cent  on  unr>aid' 
balances  due  the '  Hom.e  Ovimers'  Loan  Corporation  and  to  extend, 
upon  application,  the  amortization  period  from  15  years  to ■ 
twenty-five  years. 

H.  R.  4044.    Fr.  O'Leary.     February  13,   1939,     To  Committee 
on  Banking  and  Currency. 

To  reduce  the  rate  of  interest  on  obligations  of  home 
oiwers  to  the  Home  Owners'  Loan  Corporation  from,  a  maximum 
of  5  per  cent  to  a  maxim.um  of  3  per  cent  per  annum. 

H,  R,  4313,     Mr,  Kean.     February  20,  1939.    To  Committee  on 
Banking  and  Currency* 

To  permit  the  Federal  Housing  Administration,  under 
Title  I,  to  insure  against  losses  incurred  by  reason  of 
loans  made  for  the  purpose  of  discharging  tax  claims  against 
small  homos.     Such  inspired  loans  to  be  on  single  family  resi- 
dences only,  the  value  of  the  residence  not  to  exceed  -15, 000. 
These  loans  to  have  a  maturity  of  not  more  than  five  years, 
bear  interest  at  a  rate  of  not  exceeding  4' per  cent  per  annum, 
and  be  secured  under  the  laws  of  the  State,  by  a  lien  against 
the  property,  having  the  same  priority  as  a  State's  lien  for 
taxes . 
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S.  1508.    ¥r,  -^hoir.as  of  Oklahama.     ^obruary  20,  193^.  TO 
CoiroTiittGG  on  Banking  and  '"^urrency. 

To  provide  a  :TioratcriTjiiii  on  foreclosures  permitting 
appropriate  legislation  to  provide  further  emergency  relief 
to  home-mortgape  indGbte^''ness,  to  further  refinance  home 
mortgages  for  a  period  of  t-w^nty-five  years  and  to  reduce 
the  rate  of  interest;  and  to  oli"~inate  personal  and  deficiency 
•  .judgm_ents  in  foreclosures, 

MD  POLICY 

S.  214.    Mr,  -Tatch,     January  4,  1939.     To  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  and  Surveys . 

To  prohibit  the  United  States  or  any  of  its  ag-cncies, 
from  acquirinr;,  by  purchase,  condemnation  or  othenAdse,  any 
land  located  in  any  State  ivithout  the  consent  of  the  legis- 
lature of  such  State. 

SOIL  CONSERVATION 

S.  1421.     Mr.  Nye.'    February  16,   1939.  ■  Tq  Committee  on 
Agriculture  and  Forestry, 

To  provide  that  in  any  case  in  lA/hich  the  -practice  of 
ploivless  fallow  in  pre-paration  for  the  seeding  of  a  soil 
conserving  crop  in  1937  was  considered  as  a  soil-conserving 
crop  for  the  -Durposos  of  the  1936  programs  under  the  Soil 
Conservation  and  Dom.estic  .'.llotm.ent  Act,  and  in  Tvhich  the 
sums  payable  to  the  farm.er  in  connection  -"dth  the  1937  nro- 
gram  under  such  .'^ct  ha-tre  been  reduced  or  withheld  bv  reason 
of  the  failure  to  seed  land  so  fallowed  to  a  soil-conserving 
crop  in  1937,  such  sums  payable  in  connection  mth  the  1937 
program  shall  be  paid  prom.ptly;  and  no  deductions  on  account 
of  the  failure  to  seed  such  land  to  soil-conserving  crops 
in  193''  shall  be  made  in  excess  of  50  cents  for  each  acre 
not  seeded. 

S,     1514,    Mr.  Bankhead,     February  20,  1939,     To  Committee 
on  Agriculture  and  Forestry. 

To  reduce  the  burdensom.e  ovorsupply  of  American  cotton 
and  to  further  encourage  soil  conservation  by  m.akinr  pay- 
ments in  kind  in  cotton  to  an^'-  ■producer  vfno  nartT  cipates  in 
the  1939  agricultural  conservation  pro.Tram  f  emulated  under 
section  8  of  the  Soil  Conservation  and  ■^om.estic  Allrtm.ent 
Act  and  -"^ho  diverts  to  a  soil-conserving  or  soil-building 
use  an  acreage  equivalent  to  not  less  than  20  per  cent  nor 
more  than  75  r,er  cent  of  such  allotment, 

TAXES 

H.  R.  43Q8.    IV.  Caldxvcll.    February  20,   1939,     To  Committee 
on  Public  Lands, 

To  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  pay  an- 
nually to  each  county  v/herein  are  located  federally  ovmod 


lands  acquired  and  held  by  the  '"'-overnnent  for  fore^,  p&rk, 
moniment,  midlife  refuge,  or  land  utilization  purposes,  an 
amount  equal  to  the  amount  of  taxes  payable  to  such  county 
on  account  of  such  lands  for  the  't^x  year  immediately  pre- 
ceding the  tax  year  in  which  such  lands  were  acquired  by 
the  Government, 

TElIi\NCY 

H.  R.  4378.    Mr.  Pace.     FebruarA^  21,   1939.     To  Coirrmittee  on 
Agriculture.     (See  also  S,  1365.) 

To  amend  section  40  (c)  of  title  IV  of  the  Bankhead- 
Jones  Farm  Act,     (l)  providing  for  a  capital  stock  of 
$50,000,000,     (2)such  sum,  and  all  receipts  and  assets  of 
the  Corporation,  shall  be  available  for  the  purposes  of 
titles  I  and  IV  of  the  J^ct  until  expended,   (3)  transfers  all 
unexpended  furds  heretofore  appropriated  to  carry  out  title 

I,  and    (4)  prescribes  methods  for  maintaining  the  capital 
of  the  Corporation  at  150,000,000. 

Repeals  Section  6,  title  I,  relating  to  former  appropri- 
ation and  amends  subsection  (b)  section  23,  title  II,  by  re- 
moving restriction  on  the  period  of  time  allov/ed  the  President 
in  which  he  may  allot  funds  to  the  Secretary  from  work  relief 
funds,  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  this  title, 

TENNESSEE  VALLEY  AUTHORITY 

H.  R.  4094.     ¥r,  "^'holchel.     Februarv  14,  1939.     To  Committee 
on  Filitarv  Affairs. 
■  •  To  amend  the  Tennessee  Vallcv  Authority'-  Act  of  1933,  so 

as  to  provide  that  the  Tennessee  Va] ley  Authoritv  reimburse 
counties  for  loss  of  taxable  values,  by  reason  of  the  purchase 
of  the  electrical  properties  of  the  Tennessee  Electric  Poi'fer 
Company. 

WATER  UTILIZATION 

H.  R.  4314.     Mr.    Mansfield.     February  20,   1939.     To  Com- 
mittee on  Rivers  and  Harbors. 

To  establish  in  the  United  States  Public  Health  Service, 
4x  Division  of  ■'•''ator  Pollution  Control  to  cooperate  mth  States 
in  the  prevention  of  water  pollution.     The  Division  m.ay  m.ako 
grants-in-aid  or  loans  to  any  -State,  municipality  or  other 
public  body  for  the  construction  of  necessary  treatment  works. 
These  grants-in-aid  not  to  exceed  30  per  cent  of  the  cost  of 
such  project,  to  be  adequately  secured  and  bear  interest  at 
4  per  cent  per  ennum  mth  a  maturity  date  not  to  exceed  30 
years.     There  is  authorized  to  be  appropriated  annually,  such 
suma  as  are  sot  forth  in  the  annual  Biidf^et  for  p-rants-in-aid, 
provided  that  no  yearl:^^  appropriation  shall  exceed  the  sum 
of  ::'50,000,000. 
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II.     STATE  LE^^ISL/.TION 
A^rRI  CULTURE 

ii.rizona.     H, ' -^^  73.     ^^efrular  Session.    A-n-proved  '^ohruarv  1, 
1939.     Ch.  5,  Laif^s  1939, 

To  appropriate  the  sur^  of  -"^ISjOOO  to  the  comriission  of 
acrri culture  and  horticulture,   for  the  eradication  of  the  pirl: 
bollworm. 

GOVEROT-TEKT  ORC-aKIZATION    .  •  . 

Alabama.     H.  B.  29,    Regular  Session.    A-^Droved  February  1, 
1939.     Governor's  No. 4,  Laws  1939, 

To  create  the  State  Department  of  -^"^evenue,  the  chief 
executive  officer  thereof '  to  be  Commissioner  of  ?^evenue,  who 
shall  exercise  all  powers,  authority  and  duties  thereof.  To 
abolish  the  State  Tax  Commission  and  transfer  all  its  powers 
and  duties  to  the  State  Department  of  Revenue, 

L/.ND  USE 

Arkansas,     H.  B.  477. 

A  bill  to  establish  a  State  land  policy  to  orovide  for 
development  and  conservation  of  the  humian  and  soil  resources 
of  the  State,  to  protect  State  lands,  Drovide  for  their 
classification  and  best  use  in  the  interests  of  future  jrenoral 
welfare  and  agricultural  well  being  of  the  State;  t^  enc^urajre 
settlem^ent  of  farm  families  of  the  State  upon  suitable  family- 
sized  tracts;  to  preserve  land  in  public  o-"mershi'D  suited  for 
use  as  public  forests,  parks,  etc.,  and  to  cooperate  with  the 
Federal  agencies  having  similar  objectives.     T^  create  a  State 
Land  Commission  to  operate  for  a  ^oriod  of  t^.venty-f ive  years 
to  carry  out  the  land  policy  of  the  State.     This  Commission 
m.ay  assiirn  lands  to  the  several  state  agercies  for  adjriinistra- 
tion  subject  to  their  acceotance;  m.ay  conduct  investigations 
for  the  purpose  of  effectively  oarr^^in'^  '^u"'   the  purposes  of 
this  Act;  m.ay  assist  in  m.aking  plans  "for  the  refinancing^  or 
expansion  of  improvement'  districts  or  other  local  taxing  units 
in  which  lands  suitable  for  agricultural  uses  are  located, 

''^ARRETING 

California,  ^,  350,    Regular  Session,    Approved  February  2, 

1939.     ^h,  22,  LavfS  1939, 

To  amend  Section  1011  of  the  Agricultural  Code,  to  make 
it  unlavrful  to  ship,  pack,  store,  or  otheri.''n.se  market  any 
fresh  or  dried  fruit  or  vegetables  carrj^in'":  spray  residue  or 
other  deleterious  ingredients  in  excess  of  the  maximum,  quantity 
perm.itted  by  proclamation  by  the  United  States  Secretary'-  of 
.t'^griculture  or  regulator^'-  departm.ents  of  the  United  States 
Department  of  Agriculture,  as  may  from  time  to  time  exercise 
its  povrers .     The  maxim.um  quantities  permitted  at  date  of  enact- 
ment of  this  s:ct  may  be  increased  or  decreased  by  proclamiation 
of  the  aforesaid  authorities. 
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PL/iOTING 

California,    A.  B.  879,    Regular  Session.    Approve^"  February  2, 
1939.     Ch.  24,  Laws  1939. 

"Municipal  Sewer  district  i'lCt  of  1939",     To  -orovide  for 
creation  of,  sevrer  districts  in  municipalities,  to  permit  said 
districts 'to  acquire  pro-oorty  for  construction  of  sewers, 
construct,  maintain  and  operate  them,  wherever  in  the  ."judgment 
of  the  le^-islative  body  of  such  mun1cir)al  cornrirati^^n  it  is 
necessarv  or  convenient  fer  the  nroner  sanitation  of  such 
districts.     Pr'^vides  f'^^r  the  issuance  of  bonds  to  pa^^  the  c"st 
of  sewer  construction  and  maintonarice,  and  for  the  levy  of 
taxes  to  pay  such  bonds. 

PUBLIC  FTFAT'.^CS 

California.    A,  B.  1489.     Re-^ular  Session,    -'-oprovcd  January 
31,   1939,     Ch.  12,  Laws  1939. 

To  airond  Section  18  of  the  Irprovemont  District  Refinanc- 
ing Act  of  1937  to  remain  in  effect  until  I"'ay  1,  1941,  and 
relating  to  proceedings  f'-^r  the  liquidation,  rof inancin;-'  and 
readjusting  of  defaulte  '  bond's  and  warrants  of  snecial  assess- 
ment districts, 

REAL  PROP;^RTY 

Arkansas.     H.  B.  314,     January  30,  1939.     To  Judiciarv  Com- 
mittee « 

A  bill  to  establish  ne^v  pr 'r-ce-'ure  to  quiet  title  to  lands 
forfeited  to  the  State  for  the  non-paym.ent  of  taxes,  Thi's 
bill  is  designed  to  vest  foe  title  in  the  State, 

Alabama,     H,  B,  28,     Regular  Session,    Approved  February  3, 
1939, ^_   Governor's  ¥o,  11,  La^s  1939. 

•'•o  repeal  an' Act  entitled  "An  Act  to  authorize  the  State 
Land  Commissioner,  with  the  approval  of  the  Governor,  to 
contract  ?ath  some  person  or  firm  in  each  county  to  investigate 
sales  nf  real  estate  for  taxr-s  and  bid  in  for  the  State,  to 
notify  parties  in  interest  of  such  sales,  to  secure  rednnptions , 
to  secure  sales  of  prooertv  subicct  tr^  sale  at  nrivate  sale  bv 
the  State,  and  to  fix  the  compensati -"^n  f^r  such  services,  and  to 
repeal  all  lavrs  or  parts  of  laws  in  conflict  here-"-.dth,  and  to 
fix  the  time  v.-hen  this  Act  shall  g<--  into  effect," 

''Wyoming.     H.  B,  45,     Regular  Session,     Approved  February  7, 
1939.     Act  Wo,  25,  Laws  1939. 

To  am.end  and  re-enact  Section  41-118,  'V'^J'ning  Revised 
Statutes,  1931,  .as  amended  and  re-enacted  by  Section  1,  Ch, 
119,  Session' LaiTO  of  "'•'yomin'r,  1935,  as  .amended  and  re-enacted 
by  Section  1,  Ch,  52,  Session  Laws  of  "yominc,   193^7,  provi'^ing 
that  borroivers  shall  pay  simple  interest  on  defaulted  payments 
of  4  per  cent  per  annum,  and  shall' agree  to  pay  when  due  all 
interest,  taxes,  liens,  judgments,  assessments  and  insurance 
lay/fully  assessed  against  m.ortgaged  land.     If  such  assessments 
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and  charges  are  not  paid  -'vhen  due  they  shall  becoine  part  cf 
the  rortitar-c  debt  and  bear  interest  at  4  per  cent  per  annvim. 

Vfycminn:.    H.  B.  79.    lie  ~ular  Session.    Approved  Februar-','-  14, 
1939,  "Act  No.  39,  La^rs  1939. 

To  amend  and  re-enact  Section  Z,  ^h,  140,  Session  Lav-rs 
of  ''Vyominr,  193"^,  '^.escribin':  ^.uties  of  the  '^ounty  Assessor 
and  allrivin.T  homestead  real  property  exemption;  and  providing 
that  if  home  Gi.mer  cannot  be  located  after  search,  at  the  time 
assessment  roll  is  m.ade,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  hom.e  o-mer  to 
claim  the  homestead  exemption  by  July  1st,   ~f  the  assessm.ent 
year  or  forfeit  the  same, 

""Tyominr".    H,  B.  120.     .'^.egular  Session.    Apprf^ve-^  February  14, 
1939.    Aet  No,  31,  I-avrs  1939. 

To  amend  and  re-enact  Section-  91-507',   •'yomin:-  f^evised 
Statutes,  1931,  as  am^ondcd  ^.y\r\  re-enacted  by  Section  1,  Ch.  39, 
Special  Session  Latvs  of  ■"''ycmin?,  1933,  as  amended  and  re-en- 
acted by  Section  1,  ^h,  56,  Session  Lav^s  of  "Wyoming,  1937, 
governing  the  terms  of  payment  and  rate  of  interest . upon  certifi- 
cates of  sale  of  State  an'''  School  lands. 

Wyoming.     H,  B,  16.    .Regular  Session.    Ar>proved  Fe>^ruarv  7, 
1939.    Act  Ho.  21,  La^s  1939.  . 

To  amend  and  re-enact  Section  22-1545,  Revised  Statutes 
of  I'Yyoming,  1931,  to  provide  that  no  to-n  shall  proceed  •'■dth 
any  re-assessment  or  suDplem.ental  assessment  u-rless  the  ordi- 
nance orderin^  same  shall  bo  passed  by  the  legislative  body 
of  tho  toY;n  "'■/ithin  three  yoars  from,  the  tire  original  assess- 
ment Y/as  finally  held  to  be  invr.lid, 

WATER  UTILIZATION  -  IRRIGATION 

California.     S.  B.  113,     Regular  Session.     Approved  February 
7,   1939.     Ch,  13,  Ws  1939.  ' 

To  amend  Sections  39,  52,  and  67  of  an  Act  entitled  "An 
Act  to  provide  for  the  organization  and  government  of  irriga- 
tion districts,  and  to  provide  for  the  acquisition  or  const- 
ruction thereby  of  vK?rks  for' the  irrigati^^-n  of  the  lands  em- 
braced within  such  districtn,  and,  also,  to  provide  f^r  the 
distribution  of  water  for  irrigation  purp'^ses",  approved  T'arch 
31,  1897  and  to  a-^.d  a  neiY  Sectir^n  to  bo  pumberod  Section  32-f 
relating-  to  the  m.^dif icati^n  ^f  rcfundin"  plans  r^f  irrigation 
districts,  prescribing  the  -orocedurc  for  mf^difyinc:  the  terms 
an'-''  conditions  of  refundin:'  bonds  issued  under  such  refunding 
plans,  providing  for  the  Ic^ry  and  collecti-^n  ^f  assessments  to 
pay  the  principal  of  and  interest  on  such  b'^nds  and  provide 
a  sinking  fu"'x1  therefor. 


